
Dubuque to WaterlooRoute20RoadTrip
Paper-first planning for a smaller, better trip

FLAGSHIP  TR IP  COMPANION

Dubuque to Waterloo
Route 20 Weekend
A two-day eastern Iowa plan built around a Mississippi River opening, one inland stop,
and a Waterloo-Cedar Falls focus, with Iowa Falls reserved for an optional westward
extension.

Day 1: Dubuque -> one inland stop -> Waterloo/Cedar Falls. Day 2: choose one
Cedar Valley focus.

Best pace
Two substantial anchors plus one
smaller stop each day.

Overnight logic
Choose Waterloo for museums and
practical services or Cedar Falls for
downtown and easier outdoor time.

Core rule
Do not tour Dubuque, Dyersville,
Independence, Waterloo, Cedar Falls,
and Iowa Falls at equal depth.

Check Iowa 511 for current road conditions and construction. Confirm museum, historic-site, and attraction
hours before assigning a fixed time block.

Current trip page
Scan for the online itinerary, connected segments, and place guides.
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TRIP  AT  A  GLANCE

Choose the anchors before the town
list

TWO-DAY PLAN

Day 1
Dubuque, one inland stop, and a
Waterloo or Cedar Falls
overnight.

Day 2
Choose Waterloo history or
Cedar Falls downtown/outdoors;
add Iowa Falls only when the
afternoon remains open.

Avoid
Trying to give every named town
equal visitor time.

Before departure Set one indoor and one outdoor fallback.

Overnight side / confirmation Day 1 inland stop

Day 2 focus First optional item to cut
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Check Iowa 511 for road conditions and
construction.

Confirm any museum or historic-site hours.

Choose Dyersville or Independence before
leaving Dubuque.

Set the Waterloo/Cedar Falls overnight side.

Keep Manchester as the practical alternative.

Choose the Day 2 Cedar Valley focus.

Treat Iowa Falls as optional.

Keep an outdoor alternative for a closed or
crowded stop.
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DAY 1

Mississippi River to the Cedar
Valley

ONE INLAND STOP

MORNING: DUBUQUE

Give the river city the opening block
Choose a riverfront-and-downtown visit or one museum. Two or three hours is enough for a focused opening without consuming the
full driving day.

MIDDAY

Choose Dyersville or Independence
Use Dyersville for one signature attraction or compact downtown pause. Choose Independence for local history, the river, or a later
break closer to Waterloo. Manchester remains the practical meal or rest alternative.

LATE AFTERNOON

Arrive in Waterloo or Cedar Falls
Pick the overnight side according to the next morning: Waterloo for museums and services; Cedar Falls for downtown and outdoor
time.

Discipline: one inland stop. Adding all three towns usually turns the Cedar Valley arrival into little more than
a hotel check-in.

Dubuque focus Chosen inland stop

Overnight city Arrival / dinner note
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DAY 2

Choose one Cedar Valley
version

WATERLOO + CEDAR FALLS

Museum-and-history version
Center the morning on one Waterloo museum or
history site, then add the riverfront or a meal. Cross
to Cedar Falls only for a specific downtown, trail, or
campus plan.

Downtown-and-outdoors version
Begin in downtown Cedar Falls and pair it with the
river, a trail segment, or a nature stop. Use
Waterloo later for a meal, services, or one indoor
attraction if weather changes.

Optional Iowa Falls finish
Iowa Falls is an extension, not a required weekend stop. Continue west only if the Cedar Valley plan is
complete by early afternoon and the next trip will begin toward Fort Dodge.

Protect Day 2: if the Cedar Valley plan is still working, end there rather than turning Iowa Falls into an
obligation.

Chosen Cedar Valley version Primary anchor

Weather fallback Iowa Falls: add / skip
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ALTERNATIVES

Reverse, faster, and slower
versions

CHOOSE ONE

Reverse the weekend
Start with Iowa Falls only if it is part of the arrival route, spend the main first day around Waterloo and Cedar
Falls, choose Independence or Dyersville on Day 2, and finish with Dubuque's riverfront. Reserve enough time
so Dubuque does not become a rushed photo stop.

Faster version
Keep Dubuque focused.

Choose one inland stop.

Pick one Cedar Valley city as the main Day 2
anchor.

Skip Iowa Falls.

Slower version
Add more Dubuque time before departure.

Keep the inland stop selective.

Give Waterloo and Cedar Falls separate blocks.

Add Iowa Falls only as a deliberate westward
extension.

1 Cut Iowa Falls first
It is the optional extension, not part of the core weekend.

2 Use Manchester as a practical pause
Do not add Dyersville and Independence when the day is already late.

Reverse-trip arrival plan My first cut

Hard departure / return buffer Weather switch trigger
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FINAL  TRIP  SHEET

Copy the eastern Iowa decisions that
matter

KEEP IT SIMPLE

Dubuque focus Inland stop

Overnight side Day 2 version

Iowa Falls decision Next westbound handoff

Before departure: verify road and weather conditions, lodging, attraction access, parking, and any fixed-
time stop. Protect driver energy and safe daylight before protecting an optional checklist item.

Continue with the current trip page
Use the online trip page for the Dubuque-Dyersville-Manchester-Independence and Waterloo-Cedar Falls-Iowa Falls
segment links.

Revision: August 2026.
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