
Iowa State PlannerRoute20RoadTrip
Paper-first planning for a smaller, better trip

ROUTE  20  STATE  PLANNER

Iowa Route 20
State Planner
Plan the Mississippi-to-Missouri crossing from Dubuque through Waterloo, Fort Dodge,
and Sioux City without compressing the entire state into one rushed day.

Dubuque -> Waterloo / Cedar Falls -> Iowa Falls -> Fort Dodge -> Sac City ->
Sioux City

Use this planner for route shape, not live road status. Verify weather, construction, lodging, hours, parking,
seasonal access, and local conditions before travel.

Planning principle
Iowa has a readable east-to-west backbone. Treat Waterloo/
Cedar Falls, Fort Dodge, and Sioux City as the strongest pacing
anchors and use smaller towns for meals, history, or rest.

Revision
August 2026
Built from the current Route20RoadTrip state guide.

Current Iowa Route 20 guide
Scan for the state page, connected segments, trips, and place guides.
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STATE SHAPE

How the Iowa corridor
works

ROUTE SEQUENCE

Iowa has a readable east-to-west backbone. Treat Waterloo/Cedar Falls, Fort Dodge, and Sioux City as the
strongest pacing anchors and use smaller towns for meals, history, or rest.

CHAPTER 1 - MISSISSIPPI ENTRY

Dubuque to Independence
Begin at the river and use Dyersville, Manchester, and Independence selectively on the way to Waterloo.

CHAPTER 2 - EAST-CENTRAL ANCHORS

Waterloo, Cedar Falls, and Iowa Falls
Use the paired cities for a longer pause, then let Iowa Falls bridge the eastern and western halves.

CHAPTER 3 - CENTRAL-WESTERN ROUTE

Fort Dodge, Webster City, and Williams
Center this chapter on Fort Dodge and keep the smaller towns purpose-driven.

CHAPTER 4 - MISSOURI RIVER APPROACH

Sac City, Early, Moville, and Sioux City
Use the final sequence to reach the Missouri River endpoint and Nebraska handoff.

My westbound chapter My eastbound chapter
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ROUTE SECTIONS

Choose the chapter that
fits

FOUR LANES

MISSISSIPPI ENTRY

1. Dubuque to Independence
Begin at the river and use Dyersville, Manchester, and Independence selectively on the way to Waterloo.

Primary anchor Stop / timing note

EAST-CENTRAL ANCHORS

2. Waterloo, Cedar Falls, and Iowa Falls
Use the paired cities for a longer pause, then let Iowa Falls bridge the eastern and western halves.

Primary anchor Stop / timing note

CENTRAL-WESTERN ROUTE

3. Fort Dodge, Webster City, and Williams
Center this chapter on Fort Dodge and keep the smaller towns purpose-driven.

Primary anchor Stop / timing note

MISSOURI RIVER APPROACH

4. Sac City, Early, Moville, and Sioux City
Use the final sequence to reach the Missouri River endpoint and Nebraska handoff.

Primary anchor Stop / timing note
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PLACE ROLES

Use towns for the job they do
best

ANCHOR MAP

Dubuque
Mississippi gateway
Riverfront orientation, history, services, or an overnight.

Waterloo
City anchor
Museums, services, a meal, or an overnight.

Cedar Falls
Paired-city option
Walkable downtown, trails, or a quieter overnight beside
Waterloo.

Iowa Falls
Scenic bridge town
River setting and downtown pause between the state halves.

Fort Dodge
Western Iowa anchor
History, outdoor time, services, or an overnight.

Sac City
Western history stop
Local history, public art, or a practical pause.

Moville
Sioux City approach
Final small-town pause before the city.

Sioux City
Missouri River endpoint
Culture, services, and the clearest overnight before Nebraska.

My anchor hierarchy Not every place needs equal time.

Overnight base Walk / explore Quick reset
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TRIP  SHAPES

Build a realistic Iowa
plan

WORKSHEET

Eastern Iowa weekend
Dubuque to Waterloo
Use the existing weekend for the Mississippi crossing, eastern
towns, and a Waterloo finish.

Western Iowa weekend
Fort Dodge to Sioux City
Use the existing weekend to connect the stronger western
anchors without compressing the whole state.

Cross-state plan
Dubuque to Sioux City
Break the drive around at least one of the major anchors rather
than forcing all of Iowa into one push.

River-to-river handoff
Illinois to Nebraska
Treat Dubuque and Sioux City as bookends so the crossing
reads as one connected Route 20 chapter.

Choose the smallest trip shape that delivers the experience you actually want. A state planner is allowed to
end before the state line.

My chosen chapter

Primary experience

Overnight anchor

First thing to cut
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DEPARTURE SHEET

Write down the decisions that
matter

BEFORE YOU DRIVE

Route plan
Direction and start

End point

Overnight

Primary experience

Backup

Verify before departure

Notes Keep live information separate from this static planner.

For current Route20RoadTrip context, return to https://route20roadtrip.com/states/iowa/. This PDF is a
planning companion, not a live conditions source.

Keep the current guide with the paper plan.
Use the site for deeper segments, trips, and place guides, then verify live conditions with authoritative sources.

20

Mississippi and Missouri River handoff timing

Weather, roadwork, and construction

Lodging around Waterloo/Cedar Falls, Fort Dodge,
or Sioux City

Hours for any signature attraction or museum

The first small-town stop to cut if the day runs
long
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