
Oregon State PlannerRoute20RoadTrip
Paper-first planning for a smaller, better trip

ROUTE  20  STATE  PLANNER

Oregon Route 20
State Planner
Plan the western finish from the Idaho line through high desert, Bend, the Cascades,
the Willamette Valley, and Newport on the Pacific.

Ontario and Vale -> Burns -> Bend -> Sisters and Santiam Pass -> Corvallis ->
Newport

Border handoff
Use Ontario for services and Vale for
the transition into the long interior.

Central reset
Use Bend as the strongest reset before
the western mountains and valley.

Pacific finish
Use Corvallis as the last inland base
and Newport as the coast-to-coast
completion anchor.

Use this planner for route shape, not live road status. Verify weather, construction, wildfire conditions,
mountain passes, lodging, hours, and coastal access before travel.

Current Oregon Route 20 guide
Scan for the state page, connected segments, trips, and place guides.
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STATE SHAPE

How the Oregon corridor
works

EAST TO WEST

IDAHO-LINE ENTRY

Nyssa, Ontario, and Vale
Use Nyssa for the immediate border-side pause, Ontario for the larger fuel-food-supplies reset, and Vale for route history and last
checks before the interior.

HIGH-DESERT MIDDLE

Vale to Burns
Treat this as a purposeful open-country chapter. Burns is the practical interior anchor for services, local history, nearby nature, or an
overnight.

CENTRAL OREGON

Burns to Bend
Bend is the strongest central reset for food, supplies, outdoor choices, or a full night before the final western push.

CASCADES TRANSITION

Sisters and Santiam Pass
Sisters provides a walkable pause before the mountain crossing. Santiam Pass makes weather and mountain-road decisions explicit.

VALLEY AND COAST

Albany, Corvallis, and Newport
Albany offers a valley reset, Corvallis is the last strong inland base, and Newport is the Pacific terminus.

My east-to-west chapter My west-to-east chapter

Oregon works as a connected western finish rather than an extra state beyond Idaho: border, high desert,
Central Oregon, mountain crossing, valley, and coast.
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ROUTE SECTIONS

Choose the Oregon chapter that
fits

THREE PLANNING LANES

1. Caldwell, Parma, Nyssa, Ontario, and Vale
Use this state-line handoff when you are connecting western Idaho to eastern Oregon and need a practical
border-side reset before the longer interior drive.

Primary anchor Fuel / food / overnight plan

2. Vale, Burns, and Bend
Use this high-desert middle when the route needs to feel paced instead of empty. Protect daylight, range, and
a real reset in Burns or Bend.

Primary anchor Long-drive margin

3. Bend, Sisters, Santiam Pass, Albany, Corvallis, and Newport
Use this Pacific finish for the final movement across the mountains, valley, and coast. Make the pass check and
the Newport arrival plan explicit.

Primary anchor Pass / coast check

My chosen lane Keep the trip smaller than the whole state when needed.

Route section

Direction

Overnight base

Primary experience
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PLACE ROLES

Use Oregon towns for the job they do
best

ANCHOR MAP

Nyssa
Small-town pause immediately beyond the Idaho border.

Ontario
Larger border town for fuel, food, supplies, or an overnight.

Vale
Eastern Oregon handoff and last checks before the longer run.

Burns
Practical high-desert base for services, local history, nature, or
an overnight.

Bend
Strongest Central Oregon reset for food, supplies, outdoor
choices, or a full night.

Sisters
Walkable Cascades gateway before Santiam Pass.

Santiam Pass
Mountain crossing where weather, visibility, and road decisions
matter.

Albany
Willamette Valley history and service reset before Corvallis.

Corvallis
Last strong inland base for food, an overnight, or a measured
pause.

Newport
Pacific terminus with the harbor, oceanfront, and time to mark
the arrival.

My anchor hierarchy Not every place needs equal time.

Overnight base Walk / explore Quick reset
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TRIP  SHAPES

Build a realistic Oregon Route 20
plan

WORKSHEET

Border handoff trip
Caldwell or Parma through Nyssa and Ontario to Vale. Best
when Idaho and Oregon need a clean connection rather than a
rushed interior crossing.

Base / end point

High-desert trip
Vale through Burns to Bend. Best when the open interior is the
main Route 20 chapter and the drive needs real pacing.

Base / end point

Pacific weekend
Bend through Sisters, Santiam Pass, Albany, and Corvallis to
Newport. Best for the last Route 20 weekend and ocean arrival.

Base / end point

Whole-state finish
Use multiple nights and protect the interior, Bend reset, pass
crossing, and coast arrival as separate decisions.

Night sequence

My plan Choose one anchor and one backup per day.

Day 1

Backup

Day 2

Backup

Day 3

Backup

Final coast or departure plan

What gets cut first
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BEFORE DEPARTURE

Oregon current-condition and arrival
checks

VERIFY LIVE DETAILS

Eastern and high-desert checks Cascades and coast checks

Reservation and contact notes
Lodging

Primary experience

Roadside / emergency contact

Exit and fallback notes
Latest acceptable arrival

One stop to skip

Lower-effort backup

Final trip summary One page, one state chapter.

Direction and route section Overnight base

Primary anchor Backup

Continue with the current Oregon state page
Use the online state guide for the connected segments, places, and Bend-to-Newport and Vale-to-Bend trip pages.

Revision: August 2026.
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Road construction and closures

Fuel range and service plan

Heat, smoke, wind, or storms

Daylight and long-drive margin

Burns or Bend reset confirmed

Santiam Pass weather and road status

Mountain visibility and seasonal conditions

Lodging and arrival plan

Newport weather and coastal access

Safe final-stop and photo plan
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