E Route20RoadTrip
Paper-first planning for a smaller, better trip
FLAGSHIP TRIP COMPANION

South Sioux City to Harrison
Route 20 Weekend

A three-day Nebraska crossing that gives the Sandhills room, makes Valentine or
Chadron a real anchor, and treats Harrison as the western handoff rather than a large
destination.

Day 1: South Sioux City -> O'Neill/Atkinson. Day 2: Sandhills -> Valentine/

Chadron. Day 3: Pine Ridge -> Harrison.

Recommended shape Best destination Core rule
Three days with two nights; add a anchors Set fuel, water, offline directions, road
fourth day when a river outing, Valentine for the Niobrara and Chadron and weather checks before the long
museum, or state park is central. for High Plains history and Pine Ridge open stretches.

scenery.

Check Nebraska road and weather information, wildfire or park alerts when relevant, lodging, fuel, and food
before each driving day.

Current trip page
Scan for the online itinerary, connected segments, and place guides.
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TRIP AT A GLANCE
Give Nebraska three distinct driving

days

Best version Faster version Slower version

Three days with nights around Two long driving days with one Four days, allowing a full

O'Neill or Atkinson and Valentine night in Valentine; keep stops Valentine outdoor day or an

or Chadron. brief and skip major side trips. unhurried Chadron and Pine
Ridge day.

Before departure Remove avoidable uncertainty before the open miles.
[] Settle fuel and meals in larger towns. [1 Check wildfire and park conditions when relevant.
[1 Carry water and download directions. [1 Choose only one meaningful stop when a driving
[0 Confirm both overnight plans before relying on a day is already long.

small-town arrival. [] Decide whether Valentine or Chadron carries the
] Check road and weather conditions before each main visitor time.
day. [] Protect daylight and driver attention before

optional side trips.

Night 1 lodging / confirmation Night 2 lodging / confirmation

Primary weather fallback First optional item to cut
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DAY 1
South Sioux City to the Elkhorn

Valley

SOUTH SIOUX CITY
Start with a practical reset

Use the lowa-to-Nebraska handoff to settle fuel, food, water, and the day's route before the smaller-town chain begins.

RANDOLPH

Use a route check, not an attraction checklist
Randolph works best as a meal break or progress checkpoint rather than a long stop.
ATKINSON OR BASSETT

Choose one useful pause

Atkinson can carry park or local-history time. Bassett is the later service stop before the Sandhills open farther west. Choose one
rather than stopping deeply in both.

NIGHT 1
End around O'Neill or Atkinson

This keeps the opening day balanced. Pushing to Valentine can ease Day 2, but it turns Day 1 into a mileage-first run.

South Sioux City departure note Chosen Day 1 pause

Night 1 town / lodging Day 1 cut item
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DAY 2
The Sandhills to Valentine or

Chadron

MORNING
Let the Sandhills carry the drive

Use Ainsworth as a practical checkpoint and keep the morning from turning into a chain of required stops.

VALENTINE

Give the day's main visitor time here

A river orientation stop, the Cowboy Trail, Fort Niobrara, or Smith Falls can shape the visit. A float or major park outing should stand
on its own rather than be squeezed between long driving legs.

NIGHT 2 DECISION
Stay in Valentine or continue to Chadron

Stay in Valentine when the Niobrara is the priority. Continue only when the stop is short and the driver still has comfortable daylight
and attention for the western Sandhills.

Do not defend the schedule: if the Valentine experience expands, make the overnight there and protect
the western leg for the next day.

Valentine focus Night 2 town

Daylight / energy threshold Optional outing deferred
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DAY 3
Pine Ridge and the Wyoming

handoff

CHADRON
Choose one museum or outdoor stop
The Museum of the Fur Trade and Chadron State Park lie in different directions. Trying to do both before a long westbound push can

crowd the day.

CRAWFORD
Keep the route moving

Use the Pine Ridge landscape as the chapter and avoid adding an unplanned long detour late in the crossing.
HARRISON
Treat the endpoint honestly

Harrison is a modest progress marker and western handoff, not a large destination. Decide before leaving Chadron whether the day
ends near the state line or continues to Lusk.

Finish in Nebraska Continue to Wyoming

Stop near Harrison when the group needs a clean Continue only when the Lusk arrival remains
end to the state crossing. comfortable and the next trip has been planned.
Chadron focus Harrison / state-line plan

Wyoming handoff decision Final fuel / meal note
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SCHEDULE CONTROL

Protect the anchors, not every
town

0 Remove the second Atkinson/Bassett stop

The east-side chain should not consume the Sandhills time.

Shorten Valentine rather than rushing a major outing

A float, park outing, or other substantial activity deserves its own time block.

Choose one Chadron focus

Do not force both museum and park into a day that still needs the western finish.

° End near Harrison instead of forcing Lusk

Driver attention and comfortable daylight outrank the next state's mileage target.

Service rhythm: settle fuel and meals in larger towns instead of assuming every small community will
match your timing. A simple delay matters more in the open distances.

My cut order #1 My cut order #2

Hard stop / latest arrival Backup overnight
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FINAL TRIP SHEET
Copy the Nebraska decisions that

matter
Day 1 overnight Valentine plan
Day 2 overnight Chadron focus

Harrison finish Wyoming continuation

Before departure: verify road and weather conditions, lodging, attraction access, parking, and any fixed-
time stop. Protect driver energy and safe daylight before protecting an optional checklist item.

Continue with the current trip page

Use the online trip page for South Sioux City/Randolph, the Sandhills/Harrison segment, Valentine, Chadron, and the
Wyoming continuation.

Revision: August 2026.
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